
Lower School Prospectus 
Year 7 and 8 Boarding and Day





A warm welcome 
from our Head of Lower School

The Lower School provides a unique starting point at Haileybury, with a smaller year group than the 
Year 9 entry point; children form friendships and grow in confidence, building on their achievements 
at their prep or primary school.

Immersing themselves in learning and activities outside the classroom, Lower School pupils 
find their feet from the comfort and security of the Lower School building and Boarding House, 
venturing ‘out’ for some lessons, but supported and nurtured in this protective environment, 
throughout their first two years.
 
Happiness, kindness and a determination in all that they do are our central tenets and aims for the 
Lower School pupils – making the Lower School a wonderful place to live and learn.

Starting at senior school can be an understandably daunting prospect for an 11 year old and I see it 
as fundamental to my role, as Head of Lower School, to ease this transition and help our youngest
pupils to settle in quickly so that they can fulfil their potential – wherever their strengths may lie.  
It is an enduring pleasure to watch the pupils mature and grow as part of this community before 
they progress to the Main School, equipped for success and ready to face the challenges and 
adventures that lay ahead. 

Dr Laura Pugsley  Head of Lower School





Lower School pupils are academically 
stretched and challenged from the moment 
they step through the door. Each follows a 
broad curriculum, covering the core subjects 
as well as learning French, Spanish/German 
and Latin, Creative Arts & Technology. 
Lessons, for the most part, are taught in the 
Lower School’s own dedicated building on 
Haileybury’s extensive campus.

An innovative curriculum includes subjects 
such as Wellbeing and the teaching is always 
delivered by subject specialists, offering 
a senior school education in the Lower 
School setting. That said, where specific 
classroom equipment is required – Science, 
Music or Computing for example – teachers 
utilise the School’s specialist departments, 
meaning that the Lower School pupils 
will get the best of both worlds. Small, co-
educational classes allow pupils to fulfil their 
potential and, whilst supported by teachers, 

the pupils are also encouraged to work 
independently. The timetable mirrors that 
of the Main School through the week, but 
with no Saturday lessons; and an hour of 
prep (homework) is set each night according 
to a schedule. 

A key function of the Lower School is to 
prepare pupils for the Main School, laying 
the foundations for future learning and 
success. All pupils automatically graduate 
through to the Removes (Year 9) and 
the vast majority continue into our Sixth 
Form and therefore enjoy seven years at 
the School. A love of learning, academic 
ambition and a sense of determination are 
the seeds of success, and we seek to sow 
these in the Lower School.

Outstanding academic opportunities



Our unique diploma
A unique aspect of teaching at Haileybury is 
our bespoke two-year Lower School Diploma 
course that all Year 7 and 8 pupils follow. It 
is designed to allow our youngest pupils to 
develop the skills they will need for the Main 
School. The Diploma encourages depth of 
study and breadth of engagement; teaching 
pupils to try new things, to take on personal 
challenges and learn from their experiences.

The Lower School Diploma combines 
academic ambition with co-curricular 
involvement and service. Each pupil keeps a 
journal of their experiences and reflects on their 
development; with personal tutors overseeing 
individual’s progress. An annual research 
project, completed entirely independently, 
allows pupils to pursue their own interests 
whilst learning vital study skills; and the 
Residential Project develops independence 
and teamwork, as well as being lots of fun.

At the end of the two years, pupils’ 
contribution and achievement in the five 
different sections are recognised and 
rewarded, and they can graduate through 
to the Main School with a Gold, Silver or 
Bronze Diploma. 

The Lower School Diploma
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Teamwork, leadership and social skills are 
fundamental to co-curricular engagement 
across the College and Lower School pupils 
are encouraged to develop all three through 
their activities. Learning through all that they 
do, the ‘classroom’ extends to the dance 
hall, hockey pitch and debating chamber, 
enriching Lower School pupils along the way.

We provide an extensive range of 
co-curricular opportunities enabling 
pupils to indulge their passions or take 
up something new; learning to be part 
of a team and reflecting on their personal 
strengths and blossoming talents. Daily 
lunchtime, after-school and evening clubs 

are offered and pupils are encouraged to join 
a variety of activities. From dance classes to 
Mandarin lessons, or Model United Nations 
to girls’ football, pupils can try activities 
outside their comfort zone and develop pride 
in mastering a new skill.

The Lower School runs its own Orchestra, 
Rock Band and Choirs, and pupils may 
also audition for Main School ensembles 
– stretching the most able in these areas. 
Shows, plays and concerts showcase the 
talents and achievements of Haileybury’s 
youngest pupils, and offer everyone, from 
beginners to the more accomplished, the 
opportunity to take to the stage. 

Similarly sports fixtures and training are 
built around each individual and we are 
committed to ensuring that every pupil 
represents the school in competitive sport 
during their Lower School career. There are 
opportunities to represent the school at all 
levels of competition and the large numbers 
participating in sport in the Lower School 
pave the way for enjoyment of sport and an 
active life as children move up the school.

Lower School pupils have full access to Haileybury’s 
extensive sports facilities including 16 sports pitches (rugby, 
cricket, football, lacrosse and rounders), cricket nets, the 
amazing PV/One cricket coaching technology system, a 
25-metre indoor swimming pool, indoor and outdoor tennis 
courts, netball courts, two astro all-weather surfaces, an 
indoor climbing wall and the Sports Hall.

Nurturing talent and confidence







Whether boarding or day, all Lower School 
pupils enjoy a high level of pastoral care, 
starting before they even join the school. 
The Head of Lower School oversees their 
pastoral welfare, building a relationship with 
parents and guardians, as well as caring for 
all pupils. A form tutor holds responsibility 
for the immediate pastoral care of the pupils 
in each form group, providing academic and 
personal guidance throughout the year, 
with Year 7 (LS1) pupils overseen by the 
Head of LS1. 

Pupils see their tutor three times daily in 
the Lower School and can seek advice from 
them or indeed any of the Lower School 
tutorial team. They also have the support 
of the wider community – their teachers, 
coaches, the Chaplain, Counsellor and 
resident Doctor, who runs an NHS practice 
onsite as well as providing pitch side first-

aid. This pastoral team all help to look 
after the welfare and happiness of our boys 
and girls.
 
Serving as a protective stepping-stone into 
senior school education, the Lower School 
retains many of the features common to 
our pupils’ previous schools – our covered 
play area, sensory garden and outdoor table 
tennis tables are just some of the facilities 
that our children enjoy, alongside a recreation 
room with games and books and a snack 
and drink provided at break time – small 
gestures which make all the difference. 
Unless engaged in lunchtime clubs, or 
perhaps visiting the school library, pupils 
spend their breaks in the Lower School 
where they are supervised by the tutors – 
another opportunity to catch up with friends 
or discuss any worries. 

 

Exceptional pastoral care











Highfield's House Mistress Gabby Alway with husband Victor

All pupils at Haileybury are part of a vibrant 
and active boarding community, although 
some attend as day pupils. 

Highfield is the Lower School Boarding 
House, providing a home from home for 
the Lower School boarders, as well as
offering day pupils the opportunity to
experience boarding on a “flexi” arrangement. 
Purpose-built boys’ and girls’ wings offer 
modern accommodation in a traditional 
setting, and serve as a homely introduction 
to boarding life. Pupils are cared for by a 
dedicated team of boarding staff, including 
two resident Tutors and a resident Matron. 
Led by the House Mistress, they provide 
supervision and care and help to create a 
nurturing environment.

An evening in Highfield starts with supper 
in Dining Hall, then a supervised prep 
session and an activity hour. From First 

Aid courses to 'backwoods cooking' and 
vegetable growing, pupils are busy and 
engaged until bed time, which starts with 
quiet reading before lights out. 

The weekend begins with sport for all 
boarding and day pupils on a Saturday 
morning. Then there are trips and 
entertainment both on Saturday evening 
and Sunday afternoon for the full boarders 
who choose to stay; and of course some 
important downtime to relax with friends. 

Lower School pupils can therefore get 
a feel for boarding life and enjoy the 
many advantages that this affords them. 
Experiencing flexi-boarding in Lower 
School gives both parents and children a 
taste of what it is like to be a full boarder 
in the Main School and the confidence that 
it is the right choice for them at that stage.

Encouraging independence 



Encouraging independence 





An important aspect of the Lower School 
provision is preparation of pupils for the 
transition into Removes (Year 9) and the
Main School. All Lower School pupils 
typically graduate through to the Removes 
without sitting entrance tests or Common 
Entrance, and they join one of the College’s 
12 Boarding Houses as either a boarder 
or a day pupil. Therefore, from the moment 
a pupil joins us in Lower School 1 (Year 7) 
we are preparing them for life in the 
Main School. 

Lower School pupils begin the transition 
phase proper when assigned to their House 
early in Lower School 2 (Year 8) – they 
and their parents will meet their future 
Housemaster or Housemistress and start 
attending House functions so that they feel 
part of the House even before they officially 
join. In turn, former Lower School pupils are 
welcoming to the new 13+ entrants and help 
to integrate them into the Houses quickly 
as well as more widely into the College and 
year group.

Lower School pupils have access to a very broad range of 
activities and all the resources of the Haileybury Main School 
including performance venues such as Bradby Hall, Ayckbourn 
Theatre, the Music School and Big School. 

Transition to Main School



Academically, moving into the Main School 
is another step up, with option choices 
and an eye on (I)GCSEs, but Lower School 
pupils are accustomed to the routines of the 
school day, the standards and expectations 
and will have met many of the teachers 
already. Much of the academic provision 
in the Lower School mirrors what happens 
throughout Haileybury, including timetabled 
prep, the reporting system and so pupils 
and parents make this transition with ease. 

Ultimately, the Lower School provides a 
two-year transition from prep or primary 
school into senior school, offering a small, 
caring and nurturing environment with 
large ambitions for its pupils. Girls and boys 
who start their Haileybury careers in the 
Lower School can do so with confidence 
that this initial small step will take them 
deep into the heart of the College. 





The two years of the Lower School are 
amongst the most important in a child’s 
educational development. These are the 
years of transition from childhood to 
adolescence. It is in these two years that the 
boys and girls will acquire interests, skills and 
habits which will set them up, academically 
and otherwise, for the years that follow.

Our aim is to provide our Lower School 
pupils with the most stimulating educational 
experience both in and outside the 
classroom. We want them to learn how 
to think independently, to explore, to 
experiment. The outstanding pastoral care 
provided in the Lower School – which is 
so important for children at this stage – 
underpins a creative curriculum model and 
wide-ranging co-curricular opportunity. It is 
a truly holistic education.     

So I warmly invite you to visit Haileybury to 
find out more about the Lower School and the 
unique education which it provides. I hope to 
welcome you to Haileybury very soon.

Martin Collier 
The Master

An invitation from The Master

To arrange your visit to 
Haileybury please contact 
the Head of Admissions: 
admissions@haileybury.com 
01992 706 353
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Please arrange your visit by  

contacting the Registrar

at admissions@haileybury.com

or calling +44 (0)1992 706 353

Registered Charity number 310013

@HaileyburyUK        HaileyburyUK   

HaileyburyUK
+44 (0) 1992 706 200

Hertford  Herts SG13 7NU   


